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As we sent Susan off to Rome for 6 years 

Faces smiled; hearts wept silent tears. 

Each hug was full of pride and love, 

Each breath was a prayer to Him above: 

ñMay God bless Susan every day 

And sustain her in every way. 

And when sheôs done with Rome , 

Bring her safe and sound back home.ò 
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Tribute to Susan  
At the Good Shepherd Gathering in Singapore on 30 August 2009  

by Jane Ng  
 

This is the last big gathering with G ood Shepherd  (GS) partners for Susan 
as our Provincial, and I have been given the privilege of representing the 

GS partners to say thank you to Susan for her leadership as Provincial 
these past 7 years.  

 
I want to make it clear that this is not goodbye. Yes, we are all very proud 

that Susan has been elected as a Councillor in the Congregational 
Leadership Team and we know that she leaves to take up her new 

appointment in November. But, we know that it is  only for a term or two, 
and that when her work in Rome is done, she will be back among us, to be 

whoever God calls her to be, and do whatever the Mission requires of her.  

 
That is Susan Chia for you. She is entirely consumed by and lives for the 

Mission.  
 

Under her visionary leadership, she has taken the Province through 
massive changes and made gigantic strides forward. There is a greater 

sense of shared mission between sisters and lay, and a movement 
towards awareness of 1 province rather than 2 countrie s. I am not going 

to recount all that has happened. Susan will not be impressed by her own 
achievements.  

 
I will pay her the tribute of pointing out similarities between her and St 

Mary Euphrasia.  
 

Both are pint -sized, but like chilli padi, both are livewi res. They cannot sit 

still and are always brimming over with ideas. They both have the gift of 
drawing people to the mission and getting them to do things they might 

not normally do.  
 

They both donôt like to travel but put up with it for the sake of the 
mi ssion. I remember reading some letters of SME that talked about feeling 

sick and nauseous from travelling. I recently travelled with Susan so I 
know é 

 
As Shepherdess of their flock, they were not physically present in every 

community. But they knew how to  keep in touch and know all that is 
going on. SME did it through her numerous letters. Susan Chia does it by 

phone calls, text messages, emails and Skype. Well, this is the 21 st  
century after all.  
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Like SME, Susan has a bottomless heart of compassion, but can become 

the disciplinarian when necessary. She will speak her mind, and if it is not 
so pleasant, she will do it gently and lovingly.  

 
For all of us who had the privilege to work with her, I am sure you were 

inspired by her untiring dedication to missio n, her courage, fortitude and 
far -sightedness. I hope you were also fortunate enough to experience her 

great sense of humour and the warmth of her friendship.  
 

For the gift of her personhood and all that she was to each of us as Susan 
and as Provincial, I am sure you will join me in saying, ñThank you, 

Susanò from the bottom of our hearts. 
 

If I may be so bold, allow me to share with you what I imagine a letter 
from SME to Susan might have contained. I have used her exact words 

extracted from some letters i n ñLetters Vol IV 1839 ï June 1841ò *. 

 
òMay the grace and peace of Our Lord always reign in your heart, which is so 
dear to my poor heart!  
 
My beloved daughter, my true and sincere friend, Susan Marie Chia,  
 
You will plant and you will water, but another will reap the harvest. You are 
going to experience the full truth of that sentence. You are about to leave a 
mission which you have watered with your sweat and your labours, and soon 
you will make God known on more distant shores.  
 
In the divine plan, Jesu s and Mary and our dear institute have loved you, my 
unique daughter, from all eternity and in union with them my soul loves and 
cherishes you with special tenderness and will always do so! My poor soul is 
aflame with zeal at the sight of what God will do through you!  
 
I assure you that I follow you in God and will follow you wherever you go. 
Neither seas nor mountains will ever separate me from you. My prayers and 
wishes will accompany you wherever you go, my gratitude follow in your 
footsteps.  
 
I remain, in the love of the Most Holy Hearts of Jesus and Mary, with tender 
love, my good and devoted daughter  
 
Your ever affectionate,  
Mary of St Euphrasiaó 
 
*The entire imaginary letter, from salutation to signing off, comprises lines taken from 

pages 166, 209, 2 24 & 225.  
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